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Giftedness means that children are achieving at least one-third ahead of age, in one or more
developmental domains. This means that a three-year-old will be functioning more like a
four-year old and a six-year-old like a typical eight-year-old — | repeat, in one developmental

domain or more. (No one is gifted at everything.)

The orthodox definition is that three to five per cent of the population fall within the gifted
category. Another way that this is expressed is that they have a percentile ranking of 97 to
99, which is to say that they achieve ‘as well as or better than 97 to 99 per cent of the
population’. Because this sounds so extreme, | do not like to use percentile rankings when, in
a city of a million people, there will be 50,000 gifted learners. Of course, these individuals
will be of all ages and in various locations and will not necessarily be accessible or relevant
to individual gifted children, whose statistical rarity can make them stand out, be isolated,
and feel alone and abnormal.

When attempting to identify giftedness, while checklists such as the one given here appear
to be straightforward, it is difficult to know how much of each characteristic a child has to
display in order to qualify as being gifted: It can be difficult to judge what ‘learning quickly’

means, or what ‘most of the time’ or ‘often’ mean.

Second, checklists do not indicate how many of these characteristics children have to
demonstrate in order for the judgment to be made that their development is advanced. The
following checklist indicates that children can be gifted in a single domain, or across a range
of skill areas. Even so, it is not certain how many qualities within each skill area children

need to display.

Third, checklists can incorrectly imply that all gifted children are the same, when in fact they

can display any combination of the attributes described.

Finally, checklists rely on children’s performances to identify giftedness, when many gifted
children underachieve or do not conform behaviourally and therefore would not be

identified by observation of their behaviour.

If after examining the following signs of giftedness, you remain unclear about a child’s
abilities, | recommend an 1Q test to clarify the child’s skills and needs. This will add to your

picture of your child and allow you to advocate for their needs at school.



COGNITIVE (THINKING) SKILLS

ACADEMIC GIFTEDNESS
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LEARNING STYLE

Many gifted children not only achieve more than average, they also approach tasks

with a sophisticated style. However, their application to tasks is responsive to fatigue,

discouragement (immediate or long term) and the degree of challenge. Nevertheless,

when highly achieving, they display:

= alertness

= responsivity to novel stimuli

= speed and efficiency of information processing

= willingness to reflect when necessary in order to maintain accuracy

= openness to new ideas and experiences

=  motivation and curiosity in a search for understandings

= wide-ranging interests

= an intense focus on or the ability to immerse themselves in an area of interest, in order to
achieve a depth of understanding

= |onger than usual concentration span on challenging topics of interest (but may ‘flit’ from
one activity to another if activities are not challenging enough)

= early use of metacognitive skills to manage their own thinking processes internal locus of
control

= independence at challenging, non-routine tasks

= willingness_to take risks

= perseverance in the face of obstacles

= tolerance of ambiguity.
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CREATIVE THINKING STYLE
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AUDITORY-SEQUENTIAL STYLE

VISUAL-CONCEPTUAL STYLE




SPEECH AND LANGUAGE SKILLS
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MOTOR ABILITIES
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ARTISTIC EXPRESSION

MUSICAL SKILLS
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SOCIAL SKILLS
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EMOTIONAL AND BEHAVIOURAL CHARACTERISTICS
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